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1. 



A bill payment system comprising: 

storage for payee informatior/ for each of a plurality of 

payees; 

storage for payor informa/ion for each of a plurality of 
payors, said payor information for each/said payor including child-payee 
information identifying at least one o/said payees authorized to receive 
a transfer of funds from said payor/ a recurring obligation amount, and 
a recurring minimum time interval; (7^ 

a bill generator for generating at a first predetermined time 
a bill record from said payor iryformation for at least one of said payors 
and said payee information for at least one of said payees 
corresponding to said child payee information in said payor information 
for said one payor, said generated bill record including an obligation 
amount and payment / date so that said generated bill record 
corresponds to a transfer of funds between said one of said payors and 
said one of said payees to pay said recurring obligation amount on said 
payment date corresponding to said minimum time interval, said 
generated bill reco/d being stored within said payor information for said 
one of said payors; and 

a yrCF message generator for generating at a second 
predetermined time EFT messages corresponding to said generated bill 
record to effect said transfer of funds. 
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2. The system of claim 1, further ofamprising: 

a communication interface fop^'^receiving EDI forms from 
said payees, said EDI forms including a palyorlD and at least one of an 
obligation amount and a minimum inten/al time; and 

said bill generator modifying one of said recurring 
obligation amount and said minirm^rn time interval within said child 
payee information of said payor ^nformation for a payor identified by 
said payorlD within a received EDI form in response to said received 
EDI form being received from^at least one of said payees, said bill 

J. Ck^ 

generator replacing one of said recurring obligation amount and said 
recurring minimum time interval within said child payee information for 
said identified payor v\iJh one of said obligation amount and said 
minimum time interval^^n said received EDI form whereby said bill 
record generated by/said bill generator for obligations between said 
payor and said p^ayee correspond to said modified child payee 
information. 



3. The system of claim 2 wherein said bill generator does not 

generate a bHI record for said payor having child payee information in 
which said ^recurring obligation amount is zero. 
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4. The system of claim 2, said payor infocrnation for each of 
said payors further includes: / 

a maximum obligation amount for/Identifying a maximum 
obligation amount to be transferred betweer/each of said payors and 
said payee identified by said child payee/information in said payor 
information for each of said payors; and/ 

said bill generator generating an error message in response 
to said recurring obligation amount in said child payee information of 
said payor information for any of ssnd payors exceeding said maximum 
obligation amount. / ^ 

5. The system of c|3im 2, said payor information for each of 
said payors further include^: 

a payor minimum time interval for identifying a minimum 
interval time between giineration of a bill record for said payor and said 
authorized payees identified by said child payee information in said 
payor information for each of said payors; and 

said mil generator generating an error message in response 
to said minimunv time interval in said child payee information of said 
payor information for any of said payors being less than said payor 
minimum time interval. 
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6. The system of claim 1, further comyrising: 

a communication interface for receiving EDI forms from 
said payees, said EDI forms including a pay^lD and at least one of an 
obligation amount and a payment date; and 

said bill generator modifying one of said obligation amount 
and said payment date within a gpnera^g^ bill record of said payor 
information for a payor identified/oy said payorlD within a received EDI 
form in response to said received EDI form being received from one of 
said payees, said bill generawr replacing one of said obligation amount 
and said payment date/within said generated bill record for said 
identified payor with one of said obligation amount and said payment 
date in said receivecr ED! form whereby one of said obligation amount 
and said payment/date within said generated bill record of said payor 
information for/said one of said payors is modified by one of said 
payees. / 
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7. The system of claim 6, said payor infj^rmation for each of 

said payors further includes: 

a maximum obligation amount fo/ identifying a maximum 
obligation amount to transferred between each of said payors and said 
payee identified by said child payee /nformation in said payor 
information for each of said payors; ar 

said bill record generator generating an error message in 
response to said obligation amount/n said EDI form received from one 
of said payees exceeding said maximum obligation amount in said 
payor information for said payor identified by said payorlD in sa^d 
received EDI form. / 
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8. The system at claim 6, said payor information for each of 

said payors further inclucies: 

a payor nirnimum time interval for identifying a minimum 
interval time between generation of a bill record for said payors and 
said authorized payees identified by said child payee information in said 
payor information/for each of said payors; and 

said bill record generator generating an error message in 
response to saiq payor minimum time interval for said payor identified 
by said payorlD in said received EDI form being greater than a 
difference between a last bill generation date and said payment date in 
said received EDI form. 



m 
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9- The system of claim 1, said paybr information further 

including a payor bankaccountID that corresponds to a government 
account so that said payor may tranjsfer funds between said 
government account and said authorize^ payees for said payor. 

10. The system of claim 2, sf^aid EDI forms received from said 

payees further include payorlDs and/payee bill information representing 
said obligations owed between s^d payors identified by said payorlDs 
and said payee sending one of said EDI forms, said payorlD and 
corresponding payee bill information being stored in a payee file; artel 
10 a payor control interface for retrieving and presenting said 

payee bill information corresponding to a payor identified by said 
payorlD so. that said payor may review said obligations owed to said 

payees sending payee bill information in said EDI forms. 

/ 
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1 1 • The system of claim 2, wherein said TCF message 

generator generates updated bill records/corresponding to said 
generated EFT messages for effecting a transfer of funds, said updated 
bill records being stored in said payor /nformation for said payor 
identified by said generated bill record; yand 

a payor control interface/presenting to said payors said 
generated bill records and said updated bill records so that said payor 
may review an account of fund tr^sfer activity. 

12. The system of claim 11, wherein said payor control 

1 0 interface receives a payor cont/ol message from said payors having a 

payorlD and a reversal directi/e, said reversal directive corresponding 
to one of said updated records presented to said payor identified by 
said payortO in said received payor control message; 

said bill gerierator modifying said updated bill record to 
1 5 indicate said transfer ofyfunds corresponding to said updated bill record 

is to be reversed; and/ 

said TOF message generator generating EFT messages 
corresponding to sa\d modified updated bill record to reverse said 
transfer of funds. 
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13. The system of claim 12, said chilci payee information in 

said payor information for each of said pa/ors further including a 
provisional period; and / 

said bill generator generatino/^n error message in response 
to said payor control message containing said reversal directive being 
received on a date that is greater tha/ a sum of said payment date for 
said updated record and said p/ovisional period for said payee 
corresponding to said updated bm record. 

14.. The system of claim 10, said payor control interface 

receives payor control messages from said payors, said payor control 
messages including a payo/lD and a payor payment date; 

said bill generator modifying said generated bill records in 
response to said payor dontroi messages, said bill generator replacing 
said payment date in said generated bill record with said payor payment 
date in said payor control message from said payor identified by said 
payor! O. / 
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15. The system of claim 1, futher cafriprising: 

a payor control interface to o/esent at least one Payee 
recurring service option to said payors ancffor receiving a payor control 
message having a payorlD and a selecnon directive; 

a communication interface for sending EDI forms to said 
payees, said EDI forms including^a payorlD and a notification of said 
paveerecu.,n, service op„on,ein.se,i^. by said payor; and 

said bill generailor generating child payee information 
having a payorlD, payeel[^ and a recurring obligation amount, said 
generated child payee reofard being stored in said payor information for 
said payor identified bv said payorlD whereby said payor receives a 
recurring service from said payee without direct interaction and said 
payee receives pay/rient for said recurring service without action from 
said payor. 
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16, A bill payment system comprisinfg: 

storage for payee information/for each of a plurality of 

payees; 

storage for payor information for each of a plurality of 
payors, said payor information for each/said payor including child-payee 
information identifying at least one of said payees authorized to receive 
a transfer of funds from said payo/ 

a communication imerface for receiving a bill data 
message from at least one of/said payees, said bill data message 
including a payorlO and at lea^ one of an obligation amount and a d^ue 
date: 

a bill generate^ for generating a bill record from a bill data 
message received from one of said payees, payor information for said 
payor identified by said payorlD in said received bill data message^ and 
said payee information for said payee corresponding to said child payee 
information in said payor information for said identified payor, said 
generated bill record including an obligation amount and a payment 
date so that said generated bill record corresponds to a transfer of 

/ 

funds between said identified payor and said payee sending said bill 
data message to Day said recurring obligation amount on said payment 
date, said geriferated bill record being stored within said payor 
information for/ said identified payor; and 
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a TCF message generator / for generating at a 
predetermined time EFT messages corresporiding to said generated bill 
record to effect said transfer of funds. / 
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7- "The system of claim 1 6, further coimprising: 

a payor control interface for receiving payor control 
messages from said payors, said payor co/trol messages having a 
payorlD, a payeelD, and one of an payor ob/gation amount and a payor 
payment date; and 

said bill generator modifyinj^ a generated bill record for said 
payor identified by said payorlD and said payee identified by said 
payeelD, said generated bill record lifeing in said payor information for 
said payor identified by said payodD in said payor control message, 
said bill generator replacing one Li said obligation amount and said 
payment date with one of said payor obligation amount and said payor 
payment date in said payor control message. 

18. The system of claim 16, said payor information for each 

of said payors further includes: 

a payor maximum obligation amount for identifying a 
maximum obligation amount to be transferred between each of said 
payors and said payee idfentified by said child payee information in said 
payor information for each of said payors; and 

said bill generator generating an error message in response 
to said obligation anlount in said bill data message received from at 
least one of said payees exceeding said payor maximum obligation 
amount in said payor information for said payor identified by said 
payorlD in said bill/data message- 
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19- The system of claim 16, said paygf information for each 

of said payors further includes: 

a payor minimum time interval/for identifying a minimum 
interval time between generation of a bill record for said payor and said 
authorized payees identified by said child payee information in said 
payor information for each of said payors; and 

said bill generator gene/ating an error message in response 
to said due date in said bill data message being less than a sum of said 
payor minimum time interval and a last bill generation date for said 
payee sending said bill data message and said payor identified by said 
payorlD in said bill data message. 



a. 



20. The system/of claim 1 6, said payor information further 

including a payor bankaccountID that corresponds to a government 
account so that said payor may transfer funds between said 
government account and said authorized payees for said payor. 
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21. The system of claim 16, said Communication interface 

receiving an EDI form from at least one of/said payees, said EDI form 
including a payorlD corresponding to on/of said payors and payee bill 
information representing said obligations owed between said payor 
identified by said payorlD and said cJayee sending said EDI form, said 
payorlD and corresponding paye^ bill information being stored in a 
payee file; and / 

said payor contrqi interface retrieving and presenting said 
payee bill information to a payor identified by said payorlD so that said 
payor may review said obUgations owed to said payee sending payee 
bill information in said EcJl form. 
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22. The system of claim 1 6, whecfein said TCF message 
generator generates updated bill recordjs corresponding to said 
generated EFT messages for effecting a transfer of funds, said updated 
bill records being stored in said pavpr information for said payor 
identified by said generated bill record; and 

a payor control interfacfe for presenting said generated bill 
records and said updated bill records to at least one of said payors so 
that said payor may review an /account of fund transfer activity. 

6^ 

23. The system of claim 22, wherein said payor contFbl 
interface receives a payor control message from said payors, said payor 
control message having a^payorlD and a reversal directive, said reversal 
directive correspondina to one of said updated records presented to 
said payor identified yby said payorlD in said received payor control 
message; / 

said j6ill generator modifying said updated bill record to 
ir.dicate said trar/sfer of funds corresponding to said updated bill record 

is to be reversed; and 

\ / 

\ said TCF message generator generating EFT messages 

\ / 

corresponding to said modified updated bill record to reverse said 

\/ 

transfer of/funds. 
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24. The system of claim 23. said chHcJ payee information in 

said payor information for each of sai^^ayors further including a 
provisional period; and 

said bill generator gerferating arTerror message in response 
to a payor control message /Containing said reversal directive being 
received on a date that is/greater than a sum of said payment date for 
said updated record/ and said provisional period for said payee 
corresponding to s^id updated bill record. 



